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It will be helpful to access the full repository for this workshop, for the data, covariates and
any template scripts to get started. The resources (and this website) are hosted on GitHub
at: https://github.com/swforrest/ESA2025_movement_ecology_hackathon.

Here are two preferred ways to get all of the resources (without having to download things
individually), 1) by ‘forking’ the repository on GitHub, or 2) by downloading the
repository as a ZIP file. If you want to have a copy of the repository on your GitHub
account, which you can push any changes to for version control, then choose the first option.

Fork the repository on GitHub

This requires having a GitHub account.

1. Go to the GitHub page for the repository: https://github.com/swforrest/ESA2025_m
ovement_ecology_hackathon

2. Click on the “Fork” button at the top right of the page. This will create a copy of the
repository in your own GitHub account.
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Figure 1: Forking the original repository

3. You can then ‘clone’ this forked repository to your local files. Copying the URL of your
forked repository (click on the green “Code” button and copy the URL). You should do
this in your own version of the repository, not the original one, otherwise you won’t be
able to push your changes.

Figure 2: Copying the repo URL

4. Then in RStudio go to File > New Project > Version Control > Git, and paste
in the URL you copied. Choose a local directory to save the project, and click “Create
Project”.
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Figure 3: File > New project
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Figure 4: Version Control
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You can leave the Project directory name blank to let it default to the repository name.
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Figure 5: Paste URL > Select the location to save the repository folder

You should now have a folder on your computer with all of the files, which is linked to a
GitHub repository on your own account. You can then make changes to any of the files, and
push them to your GitHub repository.

Download the repository as a ZIP file

You can do this by clicking on the green “Code” button at the top right of the GitHub
page and selecting “Download ZIP”. Once downloaded, unzip the file to a location on your
computer where you can easily find it.

This option will give you a copy of the repository on your local computer, but it will not
be linked to a GitHub repository, so you won’t be able to push any changes to GitHub. Of
course, you can create your own repository afterwards and push all of the files there, but in
that case it’s probably easier to fork the repository first as described above.
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